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1. SWISS COUNCIL OE STATES (UPPER HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT) 

JAN 17 APPROVED BY 20 VOTES IN FAVOR TO 15 VOTES AGAINST 
SWISS FEDERAL COUNCIL REPORT RECOMMENDING EVENTUAL SWISS 
MEMBERSHIP IN UN. HOWEVER, COUNCIL OE STATES DID NOT RECOMMEND, 

AS DID NATIONAL COUNCIL, THAT SWISS SEEK MEMBERSHIP IN "SHORTEST 
POSSIBLE TIME." GOVERNMENT'S REPORT HAD RECOMMENDED APPLYING 
FOR MEMBERSHIP "IN NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE". HOWEVER, OFFICIALS 
SAID THEY SAW LITTLE DIFEERENCE IN PHRASING. 

2. MOST PARLIAMENTARIANS ALLUDED TO CRITICISMS, IMPERFECTIONS 
AND EAILURES OF UN DURING DEBATE PRECEEDING VOTE. THOSE 

WHO BACKED UN MEMBERSHIP NOTED THAT MOST CRITICS OVER-EMPHASIZE 
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NEGATIVE ASPECTS OF UN; STRESSED UN ROLE AS COMMON MEETING 
GROUND WHERE STATES TRY TO FORGE PEACE, INTERNATIONAL LAW AND 
SOCIAL JUSTICE. OPPONENTS RIDICULED OVER-EMPHASIS UN GIVES 
TO SMALL STATES. SUPPORTERS FELT OPPOSITION MADE TOO MUCH OE 
UN IDEALISM NOT REFLECTING REALITIES OF TODAY'S WORLD. MAJORITY 
STRESSED DISAPPEARANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TECHNICAL AND 
POLITICAL UN ACTIVITIES AND FACT NEUTRALITY IS NO LONGER ISSUE 
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BECAUSE SWEDEN AND AUSTRIA ARE MEMBERS, THOUGH THEY MAY ABSTAIN 
ON MANY VOTES. 

3. CARLOS GROSJEAN (NEUCHATEL) MOVED THAT UN OEFICIALLY 
RECOGNIZE SWISS NEUTRALITY BEFORE SWISS JOIN. HOWEVER, EEDERAL 
COUNCILOR GRABER (LONMIN) SAID THAT WOULD BE UNTHINKABLE, 

COULD NOT ASK UN REVISE CHARTER ONLY EOR SWISS. SWISS APPLICATION 
EOR MEMBERSHIP WOULD INCLUDE STATEMENT ON SWISS NEUTRALITY. 
GRABER SAID THAT UN ACCEPTANCE OE SWITZERLAND'S APPLICATION EOR 
MEMBERSHIP WOULD IN ITSELF BE RECOGNITION OF SWISS 
NEUTRALITY. GRABER STRESSED THAT UN MEMBERS ARE NOT REQUIRED 
PARTICIPATE IN MILITARY SANCTIONS WHEREAS NON-MEMBER COUNTRIES 
CAN FIND THEMSELVES CONSTRAINED TO APPLY NON-MILITARY 
SANCTIONS. GROSJEAN MOTION WAS DEEEATED BY VOTE 20 - 9. 

4. PRESS COMMENTED THAT DEEP DIVISION IN COUNCIL OF STATES 

ON SUBJECT OF UN MEMBERSHIP WAS DEMONSTRATED BY DEBATE AND 
CLOSENESS OE VOTE. SAID THIS DIVISON DEMONSTRATES THAT WHEN 
UN MEMBERSHIP ISSUE EVENTUALLY COMES EOR EINAL DECISION,IT 
WILL ENCOUNTER SERIOUS DIEFICULTY AT PARLIAMENT LEVEL AS WELL 
AS IN NATIONAL REFERENDUM. 
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